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 ditorial, 


he most annoying things ena 
lithculty of hiring suitable labor 
wanted. Some 
led 


ilty is very general throughout 


It has 


neighborhoods 
, troub more than others, 
been increasing the 

American labor is hardly to 
farms, at 


tlers 


ny reasonable price, 
is often extremely expen- 
sive at any pr 

didn’t 


80, ure various and apparent. \ 


The is hange, for “ it 


ise to 


Yankee is usually restless in the service of 


another. 


elped. 


It is characteristic and cannot be 
If he is a person of ordinary intelli- 

e he will soon begin to think of setting 
for himself. The daily, weekly or month 
wages seem to him to be slow. 


ter th people 


His wants 


in of other nations in| 
ircumstances in life, and the ne-| 
f enterprise, of doing something on 
int, of being to some extent his 
becomes greater. For this rea- 
irm labor is not generally the 
1 Nova Scotia are the first to} 
selves as a general rule, and | 
pply us with steady and good | 
t unfrequently the reverse. They | 
i wages in either case. Good, | 
ferent help will have its price. 
‘ys good, perhaps we should | 
f complaint, but it is not: | 
se of this state of things is} 
cans, or rather young New| 
left their paternal home- | 
the cities, gone West, gone | 
nywhere rather than stay on 
r parents are getting old and 
carry on the farm without 

e boys. 
for sale therefore in a vast num 
es, where formerly they could 
The 


| bring. 


old homestead goes at 

No doubt it is often 

tit goes nevertheless, and in 
to a thrifty Irishman or a still 

rifty Canadian 

Now the tide of immigration from the old 

well as that 


rld as ff emigration from 


vy England, sets towards the West. The 
ilation of Scotland as weil as that from 
vast fields of the 
idea 80 prev alent, that land 


In this 


iny turns towards the 
the 
ind more fertile there. 
mistaken if they take 


ration the expense they must incur to sur- 


y are 


into consid- 


ind themselves with the conveniences and 
mforts of civilized life 
lake for instance, a Scotchman in tolera- 
easy circumstances with a family of chil- 
He may be worth, all told, in this 
\'s goods, say from three to five thous 
lar He finds himself surrounded 
effete civiliza- 
the 
feudal despotism, with land all tied 


it home by an old 
¥ to change, burdened with 
with tithes and taxes and 


lren on the road to 


v¥ hands 


ver burdens. wants to 
progress, 
t work, integrity and high char- 
‘ 


more and have a better 


se unfettered. He naturally 
the United States. 

Lt man goes to the West, he finds 

If land is so very cheap it is re- 
m market. It is remote from schools, 
good 
nd other appliances which a high state 
ization 


and 


irches, from roads, and a 


has devised. The change is 
life in the old 
Now we feel quite certain that such 
‘ man could find plenty of good farms in 
New England, with the buildings in fair 


radical from his 


( intry 


habitable order, with fences all built, with 
roads 
} 


made, with facilities for school and 


her education for his children, of easy 
access and surrounded by good society, as 
cheap, or even cheaper, all these things con- 
West. With 
* habits of economy and thrift, he would 


neet 


lered, than at the extreme 


with equal if not a greater success 
here. His life in the new world would begin 
smoother and run smoother than in the new 
There can be 


It is plain and self- 


penings of the great West. 
ho question of this. 


evident. 


We want to see this class of our new im- 


We shall 


migrants set this way. 
them to New England. 





oe 


THE EIGHT HOUR PROCLAMATION. 


Che President of the United States has at 


last been induced to sanction the great im- 
position of the age—that of compeiling the 


country to pay ten hours’ wages for eight 
This bears particularly hard 


hours work ! 


upon farmers who have ultimately to foot 
the bills. 


at a fair compensation. 


to work ten heurs they ougkt to be hones 


enough not to take pay for it. We are well 
satisfied that eight hours a day in summer 
will never do on the farm. No earnest worker 
in any department of labor ever was or ever 
can be satisfied with eight hours work a day. 


jest of the farmer, should with one united 


| Crop. 


welcome 


It unsettles all labor, especially 
farm labor, and inereases the difficulty of 
procuring honest labor, or a fair day’s work 
The law making 
eight hours a legal day in our navy yards 
and public workshops, could never have 
contemplated so gross a swindle as that eight 
hours should have thé pay of ten. If the 
mechanics in the public yards are too lazy 


Farm work of the old fashioned honest 
sort is hard enough to obtain at best, with- 
out having the government step in to double 
and treble the difficulty by paying a full 
day's wages for eight hours work. 

The agricultural press of the country, that 
speaks, or js supposed to speak in the ioter- 





voice condemn the authors of this outrage 
upon the public and upon the farming in- 
terest of the whole country. 

It was a yielding to the clamor of one 
class against the interest and to the detri- 
ment of another—and it was a yiekding not 
from principle, but against every principle 
of justice and public policy to secure popular 
power. 

This may do fora time, but it will not 
bear their 


work in the long run. Farmers 


ills patiently, but the time will come when 


the great farming and planting interest of 


the country must insist upon a cleansing of 


the augean stables of politics. 


AMONG THE BEE HIVES. 


While at Washington a few days since, we 


availed ourselves of an opportunity of calling 
upon Mr. Samuel Wagner, the publisher of 
the A few squares 
from the capitol we found him literally “ at 
his bees and bee hives. At 
his stock of and eommon 
bees comprises thirty-nine hives. 


American Bee Journal. 
home ” among 
present italian 
His expe- 
rience of twenty-five years has made him an 
enthusiast and an expert in everything that 
pertains to bees. He complimented the dis- 
positions of his good natured and industrious 
family, which served to remove much of the 
embarrassment that otherwise 
Then he took out 
able combs, showed the eggs, and the bee in 
| all its different stages of existence. Putting | 
his finger on one of the hundred within his | 
| 


| 


we 


have had. several mov- 


hand, he gave us her genealogy with as 
much interest as if it had been his own flesh 
and blood. His narration of the wonderful 
things about this little insect, was decidedly | 
entertaining. We it is that 
the American Be succeeded. 
Those who have become familiar with the | 
| habits of the bee, have found it a most inter- 
}esting and exhaustive study, “ sweeter than 

the honey or the honey comb.” Mr. Wag- 

ner has already secured a much larger circu- 
lation than any of the bee journals of Europe, 
and its constant increase promises a suitable 
reward for his past and future efforts. 


THE SEASON. 


rhe oceasional rains and showers during 


see now how 


Journal has 


this month have been favorable to the grass 
A good yield of hay however, depends 
very much upon a fair distribution of mele) 
ture through June. So far the spring must | 
be set down as propitious. We hear favora- 
ble accounts of crop prospects from nearly | 
all parts of the country, and unless some ex- 
| traordinary calamity happens, the year will 
| be one*of remarkable prosperity so far as | 


| production can secure it. 





THE FARMERS’ AND MECHANICS’ 
MANUAL. 
| ‘This volume of 500 pp. and over is a very | 
| useful and convenient handbook in almost 
every practical calling of life. 

little of everything. 


It contains a 
Much of the informa- 
| tion is of “ the commonest kind,” but it is 


| just that that every man is often in want of. | 
Some very precise and careful men are | 
|particular to save every item of useful | 
} 
| 


| knowledge that comes in their way, and in- 


stead of taxing their memory with it, they 
| file away such papers as contain it and pre- 
for This 


makes such care quite unnecessary, as it con- 


serve them reference. manu al 
tains what would otherwise constitute the 


Most® 
persons, for instance, have often had in their 


contents of a hundred pigeon holes. 


|minds, for example, the cubic inches in a 


bushel, the square yards in an acre, the 


| measure of the contents of acorn crib, tae 
guage of a cistern, &c., but if they were sud- 
denly in want of any of these facts they 
would be likely to find it difficul: to recall 
them. This manual gives them everything 
of the sort, and an infinite variety of other 
useful information. ,It is a book that every 
one ought to have at his command, and it 
would save him much unnecessary time and 
labor. The work is sold only by subscrip- 
tion, but the agent will soon be round. 
. 
®uestions & Answers. 


LIME. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 





Will you or some of your subscribers 
lease inform me how is the best way to slack 
ime and what is the best to mix with it for 
otatoes and how much to put in a hill. 
hae inform and oblige 

A SUBSCRIBER. 
Use strong brine as strong as you can 
make it to slack your lime with and then 
mix with peat or other convenient divisor.— 
{Ed. 


SIZE WILL TELL. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 

I saw in the Ploughman a few weeks ago, 
the account of a pair of steers owned by 
James D. White, twenty-two months old, 
that weighed 2300 pounds. I have no steers 
of that weight, but I have a bull that is two 
years old to-day, that weighs 1350; he is 
seven-eighths Durham. 

Yours, ete., 

Lisbon, May 18, 1869. 


JUMPING CATTLE. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 

I would” say to the numerous readers of 
the Ploughman, that to prevent cattle from 
jumping, clip the lower eyelashes. I with 
my neighbor turned to pasture Monday, the 
10th, two yearlings; mine returned to the 
barn in the course of half an hour. I returned 
her to pasture. This time before I could 
leave the pasture, the yearling jumped a four 
foot fence and went home first; my neigh- 
bor’s soon followed. The next morning I 
clipped the lower lashes, he the upper, and 
turned them out again; mine remained, his 
returned home ; he returned his three times 
tiin the course of the day, each time finding 
mine walking up and down the fence in a 
perfect maze. Though you have but little 
faith, try it and give us the result. 

Respectfully, ALFRED MoweEn. 

Charlton, May 13, 1869, 


Jason Trrus. 





@diter Massachusetts Ploughman : 


erous offer to use your columns as a medium 
of communication with the farmers of New 
England, I address you this hasty note be- 


fore leaving Boston. 


| confer with intelligent gentlemen who are fa- 


| friendly and neighborly reception in my 


VIRGINIA. 


ITS ADVANTAGES TO SETTLERS. 


Dear Sir,—Availing myself of your gen- 


Under an act of the Legislature of Virgin- 
ia passed in 1866, | am the duly appointed 
Domestic State Agent of Immigration. My 
efforts are directed to induce immigration 
mainly from the Northern States into Vir- 
ginia, European immigration being more im- 
mediately under the direction of Gen. Toch- 
man, the State Agent for Europe. 

My present hurried visit to Boston is to 


miliar with New England sentiment, and as- 
certain how far there is a disposition amongst 
the people here to emigrate to Virginia, in- 
stead of the far West, and to place myself in 
communication with all who may be inclined 
to consider the question favorably. 

1 am gratified to find intelligent men of all | 
parties, with whom I have met, most favora- 
bly inclined towards the movement. I seek 
to inaugurate in New England, and the 
opinion is universal that if the people here 
ean be satisfied that they will meet with a 





State, there are thousands prepared to go 
there. On this subject I have but a brief | 
statement to make, and in support of my as- 
sertions, I appeal to your own 


| 
observation, | 


during your recent visit to Virginia, and| 





might | 


months. 


where they lived before going to Virginia, 
they will find there, on becoming acquainted, 
as frank and courteous intercourse with our 
people as they enjoyed with those they left 
behind. 
demonstrative towards perfect strangers, and 
a family going there must expect tothing be- 
yond ordinary civil treatment, until an ac- 
quaintance is formed upon which the closer 
ties of friendship will depend. 
will meet 


enjoyed in their old homes. 





with entire confidence to the great number 
of respectable Northern men who have set- 
tled in the State during the last twelve 


On all subjects, free speech, free writing 
and free voting are as absolutely enjoyed by 
Northern men in Virginia as they are in 


Massachusetts. If a man who goes there to 





settle is respectable, honest, industrious and 


| not offensively and personally abusive of our 
| people, he is welcome, and we don’t care a 
| farthing about his politics past or present. —| 

His social position and that of his family 
will depend entirely upon something besides 
politics. 


If worthy of esteem and confidence 


It never was our habit to be over- 





Our people 


all new comers even more than 


half way, and any respectable family may 
rely upon securing in a very short time all 
the confidence, esteem and friendship they 


[ engage to satisfy any man who will trouble | 
himself to write to me. 

What now are the inducements for people 
I answer, 
Ist, We have the best and 


to move to Virginia ? 
healthiest cli- 
mate in America. It is a mean between the 
North and South. Our summers are not 
oppressively hot—-our winters are mild. The 
farmer can woxk out of doors nearly all the 
year round. 

2d, Our soil is equal to that of any of the 
States, and for variety of productions be- 
tween the seacoast and the Alleghanies, un- 
surpassed in the Union. 

3d, All parts of the State are within less 
than two days of the great markets of the 
Atlantic either by land or water, and at very 
low rates. 

4th, We the 
State in every direction — country roads, 
schools, churches, mills, and an old settled 
and orderly society throughout the State. 

éth, We have an abundance of good cheap 


have railways traversing 


farm labor to be hired by all who can pay for 
it. 
five, and the usual rations of three pounds of 
meat and a peck and a half of corn meal per 
week. 


Men at ten dollars per month, women at 


It is the cheapness of negro labor 
with us that makes Virginia a bad place for 
a mere farm laborer to go in search of work 
for wages. Such can do better in the North, 
but the man with a few hundred or a few 
thousand dollars to buy land must improve 
his condition by going to Virginia. 

6th, More than half the lands of Virginia 
still remain in virgin forest growth of all the 
valuable timber trees of the middle temper- 
ate zone, and every county above tide water 
abounds in water power of great value, if the 
‘*Yarkees” will only come and take hold of it. 

7th, The known mineral wealth of the 
State is of almost boundless extent and 
value, but mainly undeveloped. 

8th, All the choicest fruits are produced 
with little labor and in great perfection. 

9th, Sheep, cattle and horses are grown 
at small cost, tor the short winters make lit- 
tle feed or stabling necessary. : 

10th, Our magnificent harbor at Norfolk, 
and the great navigable streams flowing 
from the interior, give assurance of a bril- 
liant commercial future. 

1tth, In fully one half the State good 
lands, partly cleared, and in cultivation, with 
plain but comfortable buildings, can be had 
at prices ranging from six to twenty dollars 
per acre—say an average of ten or twelve 
dollars—part cash and part on time. 

It would make this letter too long to 
dwell on other considerations. I advise 
parties proposing to go to Virgmia to form 
little associations of ten families or more, so 
as to purchase together a good sized tract of 
land, and send a man of judgment down to 
examine and select it. 

If I can give further information it will 
afford me pleasure to do so if addressed 
either at 257 Broadway, N. Y., or at Rich- 
mond, Va. Yours respectfully, 

J. D. IMBODEN, 
Domestic Agent of Immigration 
for Virginia. 

Boston, Mass., May 19, 1869. 








— The agricultural population of France 
has diminished six per cent in twenty years. 
The cities have gained it and a little more. 

— A heifer or cow will make beef earlier 
than a steer. An old cow, or an old sheep, 
will not fatten nearly so well with hay as 
with grass. 

— There are in Austria three milion acres 
of virgin forest. 








On this subject 


For the Massachusetts Ploughman. 


ROUSE AND GARDEN FLOWERS 
AND THEIR MANAGEMENT. 


NO. VItt. 


Melictrepium. 

Everywhere the Heliotrope isa favorite 
flower. Its fragrance is delicious, and so 
powerful that a single spray of flowers wil: 
scent the air of a room quite heavily. The 
plant grows readily from cuttings set out in 
a light, rich soil. Its treatment should be 
similar to that of the Verbena. Frost de- 
stroys the plant, therefore it should be re- 
moved from the garden during the cold 
weather. ‘This plant is sometimes called the 
Turnsole, a name given it by Linnwus on ac- 
count of its flowers being turned to the sun. 

Amaranthus, 

An extensive genus of annuals, natives of 
China, and but few of them worthy of culti- 
vation, 

Amaranthus tricolor—Joseph’s Coat. 
tender annual. 


A 
“Its only beauty consists in 


its variegated leaves.” Miller, in ancient 


times, says, “There is not a handsomer 


plant than this in its full lustre.” Gerade 
describes it thus :— “ It farre exceedeth my 
skill to describe the beauty and excellencie 
of this rare plant, called Floramor; and I 
thinke the pensil of the most curious paint- 
er will be at a stay, when he shall come to 
But 
to color it after my best manner, this I say, 

hath a 
do 
from which ariseth a thicke stalke, but ten- 
der and soft, which beginneth to divide itself 


set it downe in his most lively colors. 


Floramor thicke, knobby root, 


whereon grow many threddie strings, 


into sundry branches at the ground, and so 
upward, whereupon doth grow many leaves, 
wherein does consist its beauty ; for in few 
words, every leafe resembleth in color the 
most faire and beautiful feather of a Parot, 
especially those feathers that are mixed with 
most sundry colours, as a stripe of red, and 
a line of yeliow, a dash of white and a rib of 
green color, which I cannot with words set 
forth, such are the sundry mixture of colors 
that Nature hath bestowed, in her greatest 
jolitie, upon this floure.” 

Amaranthus hypochondriacus Prince’s 
Feather. This isa hardy garden annual, 
four feet high. Superbus, a new variety, is 
afew shades darker; both grow with nu- 
merous heads of dark crimson flowers, and 
look well in shrubbery. 


Amaranthus melancholicns Love Lies 
Bleeding. The flower that Campbell has im- 
mortalized. “ This is also a well known an- 
nual, from three to four feet high, with 
blood red flowers, which hang in pendant 
little look like 
streams of blood, in July and August. It is 


sometimes called in France, ‘ Discipline des 


spikes, and, at a distance 


Religieuses, —the Nun's Whipping Robe.” 


Viola. 
Beautiful perennials. Dwarf plants, and 
growing commonly in our native woods.— 
They are indigenous to North America and 
Europe. There are more than one hundred 
varieties, and all are beautiful flowers, from 
the Violet 


Pansies. 


common wood to the garden 


Our common Violet grows in woods, on 
or under banks, in the meadow and by the 
roadside. One of our earliest wild flowers, 
it springs around our feet in thick profusion, 
calling forth glad cries from the eager bands 
of children who go forth in pursuit of it, as 
The 


Violet, the Anemone, the Star flower, and 


soon as green shoots of grass appear. 


the Columbine are among the earliest happy 
recollections of our childhood, and to us the 
most beautiful of all flowers. Our native 
Violets are dark purple, blue, white and 
yellow. 

It is remarkable that though the British 
Violets, 
our own are entirely without fragrance. But 
they are so beautiful that they are welcomed 
everywhere. 


Viola Odorata, are sweet scented, 


The Neapolitan and Russian Violets are 
beautiful plants for the garden. In England 
they are in bloom throughout the winter 


season. 


Viola pedata — Horse Violet (a hideous 
name for a lovely flower), is a hardy peren- 
nial which may be cultivated to great advan- 
tage. Its flowers are much larger than 
common Violets, and of a pale purple color, 
almost a blue. They require a light, sandy 
soil in a shady place. ; 

Viola tricolor—Heart’s Ease — Pansy — 
beautiful flower is a 
native of Siberia, Japan and many parts of 
Europe. A traveller, speaking of the forests 
of Sweden, says :—‘“ Innumerable flowers of 


This interesting and 


the liveliest colors peeped out between the 
masses of brown rock, enamelled with vari- 
ous kinds of lichens, and huge fragments 
were variegated with beds of the Pansy, or 
Heart’s Ease, displaying its different hues, 
relieved by the darkness of the sweeping 
pines.” 

It is now so generally cultivated and so 
much admired, and so great an improvement 
produced from the original flower, that flo- 
rists have named it the (frandiflora, so that 
this variety of the genus Viola may rective 
due credit. Pansy is from the French pensee, 
from its signification being “ forget me 
not.” It should be planted in clumps or 
beds, and may be propagated by cuttings or 
by divisions of the roots. 








AGRICULTURAL MATTERS IN 
ALABAMA. 


A correspondent of the Chicago Tribune 
says the people of Alabama have received 
$35,000,000 for their last year’s cotton crop, 
and as the planters raised all the provisions 
they wanted, they had the whole value of 
their cotton with which to buy household ne- 
cessities, farm implements, and pay their 
debts. The crop put a new face on afiairs 
all over the State, and another like it will 
set Alacama on her feet again. The pros- 

ct now is that a larger product of corn and 
cotton will be secured this year than last.— 
A much greater number of acres will be 

janted, and better cultivated than in any 
bemer year. The old complaint that the 
negroes will not work is no lo heard ;— 
not only the blacks work, but the whites are 
beginning to put th: ir delicate hands to the 
plough and the hoe. It is no | dis- 
graceful for white men to labor in fields 
of Alabama with black men, as .was the case 
in the days when the patriarchal institution 
cursed the State. The planter now says to 
his colored hands “Come boys, follow my 
example, and keep pace wi me in the 
field, 














‘THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
FARMERS’ CLUB. 


Reperted for the Plesghman. 


‘New Youn, May 18, 1869. 

The Farmer's Club met this afternoon in 
their rooms in the Cooper ustitute, the 
President, Hon. N. C. P¥¥-veupying the 
chair. 

Striped Bugs. A number of letters have 
recently been written to the club about. the 
little striped bugs that destroy the tender 
cucumber, squash and melon vines soon after 
they come out of the ground. 

Mr. Watts Comstock, of New Canaan, 
Conn., sent the following as his method of 
destroying these pests. When he plants his 
vines he sets in a secluded nook of his gar- 
den a box or barrel into which he puts about 
a bushel of hen manure and with the latter 
he mixes a little water. This mixture he 
places on and around the plants every day 
till they attain strength enough to protect 
themselves from the bugs. The fertilizing 
qualities of the hen manure cause the’ plants 
to grow more vigorously and it at the same 
time prevents the bugs from eating the leaves. 

Canning Sweet Corn. Mrs. Zena A. Lind- 
sey writes to the club that corn can be canned 
so that it will stay canned in the following 
way. Boil the corn fifteen minutes on the 
cob and, then cut it off and dry an hour in 
the hot sun. The.corn should then be sea- 
soned to the taste with salt, and put into the 
cans with a very little water. The covers 
must then be placed on the cans leaving only 
a very small aperture for the escape of gas ; 
then place the cans in a kettle of water and 
boil slowly three quarters of an hour when 
the can may be sealed with a drop of solder 
or even a little putty. Corn preserved in 
this way will always keep as long as it is 
necessary to keep it, and there is no danger 
of bursting the cans. 

Sweet Lotato Culture. Mr. Zena A. Lind- 
sey writes to the Club for information about 
the cultivation of the Sweet Potato. He asks 
if it will grow in his latitude, (Montrose, 
Penn.); how to propagate, and when to ob- 
tain the seed. 

Mr. Williams said that he had better not 
try the culture of Sweet Potato if he expect- 
ed to cultivate them for profit, as Montrose 
was a cold, mountainous district, ill fitted 
for their growth. 

Mr. Thompson said there was no doubt 
but that the plants would grow, but that it 
was doubtful about making their culture pay. 
The plants, he said, might Ge obtained by 
sending to any seed store in this city, or if 
he commenced early enough he might raise 
them himself in the following manner: Pre- 
pare his hot-bed so that the soil in it shall be 
kept warm all the time, but not very hot, and 
lay down the tubers and cover them with 
sand or sandy soil. ‘They may be cut in two 
lengthwise in the m‘ddle, and the flat side 
placed downward. They may be cut up into 
small pieces as is done in Kentucky, or they 
may be used whole as is more common in this 
locality. If the tubers are whole or only cut 
once, the sprouts are broken off and planted 
in hills or rows. If they are cut into small 
pieces, the piece is remeved with the sprout 
in transplanting. 

Mr. Thompson said that he learned very 
much about securing good Sweet Potatoes 
from an old Pennsylvania Dutchman whom 
he once met at Reading. This old gentleman 
said that he had been in the habit of raising 
his sweet potato crop on pasture land, turn- 
ing two furrows together and setting out the 
plants on the top of the ridge. ‘The tubers 
when they reached the hard sod ceased 
growing in length and became thick and of 
much better quality than those which were 
allowed to extend themselves to an indefinite 
length. ‘Taking advantage of this principle, 
Mr. Thompson said that he had ordered the 
ground where he intended to plant sweet 
potatoes pounded down hard; he had then 
placed his manure on this hard surface and 
made his hills, in the top of which he set the 
In the fall he found that the tubers 
did not penetrate the hardened ground and 
were of very fine quality. In another por- 
tion of his field Mr. Thompson laid down a 
board and with this as a foundation built up 
his hills. The potatoes, instead of growing 
thick as before, when they reached the board 
turned at aright angle and extended hori- 


plants. 


zontally for a long distanee, none of them 
being much larger than a man’s finger. He 
was fully convinced that deep cultivation for 
sweet potatoes is a great mistake. Mr. 
Thompson thinks that the potatoes are much 
better when grown in hills than in rows, and 
he advises pulling down the hills with a hoe 
or fork just when the vines begin to run or 
building up new ones as the earth of the 
new hills is not so likely to bake. 


Homes in the West. Mr. H. Parker, of 
Walla Walla, Washington Territory, read a 
short paper on the inducements to settlers 
offered in that territory. The climate is very 
mild, cattle needing no shelter in winter, and 
requiring to be fed only about six weeks dur- 
ing the whole year. The only cold weather 
is froin the middle of December to the mid- 
dle of January and snow never remains on 
the ground more than six or eight days. The 
air is very healthful, no person who came 
there in good health having ever been known 
to contract a pulmonary disease, while fevers 
are unknown. 

The Valley has connection with the Pacific 
coast by steam on the Columbia river and 
the Pacific railway company has already pro- 
jected a branch that will extend to Walla Walla 
city. Land can be obtained at from $50 to 
$60 an acre according to the improvements 
upon it. There is an abundance of timber 
in the mountains and some along the lines of 
the streams. ‘The soil is wel: adapted to 
raising all kinds of fruit raised in the Fast, 
and particularly to raising stock, while the 
miners in the adjoining territories take all 
the surplus products. 

The city contains 7,000 or 8,000 inhabi- 
tants, four churches and two common schools. 
Any information about this country may be 
obtained by addressing Mr. H. Parker, care 
of Harper & Bros. New York. 

Agricultural Education. As announced 
last week Mr. R. H. Williams read to-day a 
long and carefully prepared paper on “ Ag- 
ricultural Education ; What it is and How to 
obtain it.” In the paper he condemned the 
system of Agricultural Colleges recently es- 





tablished in the United States by act of Con- 
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By the politeness of Hon. Horace Capron, 
Commissioner of Agriculture, we are permit- 
ted to present to the readers of the Plough- 
mana beautiful view of the new’ building 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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erected for the uses of the Department on | contains all the offices, museum and labora- 


the grounds set aside for an experimental 
farm at Washington, D. C. This fine struc- | 


ture was completed about a year ago and| for which it was designed. 


DS te 








tory of the Department. It is an ornaments} 
building, admirably adapted to the objects 





gress and advocated the establishment of | 
experimental farms where theories may be | 
put to test without reference to immediate | 
pecuniary returns; that the result of these | 
experiments be published in a simple form 
and distributed to the people. 

To show the need of such institutions Mr. | 
Williams cited some of the questions that | 
had been before the Farmer’s Club. 
Greeley, about a year ago, introduced the 
subject of deep ploughing and gave it as his 
opinion that to get the full benefit of the | 
land the ground ought to be stirred to the | 
depth of sixteen or eighteen inches. 

Mr. Quinn was of the opinion that deep 
ploughing was of no use unless the qnantity 


Horace 


of manure be increased proportionately. 

Dr. Trimble said that in New Jersey four 
inches was deep enough and that any deeper 
ploughing was injurious. 

Mr. Peters wanted to know what deep 
ploughing was, and offered a resolution that 
seven inches or more should be considered 


should be considered shallow ploughing. 


the resolution on the table 
no decision. 


thus 





interesting statistics of Agricultural Educa 
jtion in foreign countries. The paper was 
| ordered to be printed by the club. 

Marl. 
had applied for some of the marl given to 
the club by the Monmouth Co., N. 
pany was read with some directions for using, 
and Mr. Van Harten said that he wished it 
to be understood that in order for the 


A list of the names of those who 


J., Com 


mar} 
to be beneficial it must be used in large 
quantites. Adjourned. 
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TAYLOR'S PATENT SULKEY HORSE 
RAKE. 


While visiting State Fairs last fall, we 
noticed an Ohio Horse Rake 
The teeth 
spring temper, every inch a spring, from one 


that attracted 


much attention. are cast steel, 


end to another, and being oval are strenger 
than any round teeth of the same weight. 
A spiral spring over each tooth allows it to 


raise or lower to accommodate itself to un- 
even ground. Each tooth is perfectly inde- 
pendent, and can be taken out or put in in 
an instant. It rakes perfectly clean without 
scratching the ground or raising up dust to 
injure the hay. It is so simple and easily 
operated that a boy who can drive a horse 
can manage it as wellasaman. The rake 
is thoroughly made throughout, with extra 
high wheels. F. F. Holbrook & Small, 
Eastern agents, 10 South Market Street, 
Boston, 


ALSIKE CLOVER. 

Alsike clover does not attain its full luxu- 
riance until the second year after sowing, 
and during the first year seldom arrives at 
rich, moist clay soil. In the spring of 1867, 
March, clover twenty-four inches in height. 
The spring was very wet and warm, and 
clover of all kinds grew extraordinarily, and 
lodged very much. This Alsike or Swedish 
clover is bést adapted to mixture with other 
grasses. For permanent grass lands, orchard 
grass and Alsike clover mixed, I consider 
the best and most nutritious fodder that can 
be grown for all kinds of stock. Orchard 
grass and Alsike flower at the same time and 
can be mowed as soon as in flower, or as 
soon as the flower commences wilting. Al- 
sike clover flowers ripen very slowly, and 
can stand a long time after coming in flower. 
It is the best clover to sow with Timothy, as 
it does not die off and get black. If the 
farmer wishes to let his Timothy stand until 
after harvest, as a great many farmers do, 
the Alsike will still hold a fresh green color, 
and give the dry, over ripe Timothy a fresh 
and healthy appearance, and will also make 
Timothy feed far better, as stock relish Tim- 
othy, especially if it is over ripe, where there 
is a mixture of gogd, green clover in it. 
Alsike yields, on suitable soil, when mixed 
with grass, two tons per acre. it loves clay 
soil, especially marly clay. It also thrives on 
almost any kind of soil with a clay mixture. 
Alsike clover does not grow as rank as com- 
mon clover, after mowing ; therefore no sec- 
ond crop can be expected from it, as in the 
case of red clover. Its great advantge lies 
in the fact that it is more hardy than any of 
the red clovers, and can be cultivated on 
most soil and land that is flooded at certain 
times of the year, on which red clover will 
not grow.—Pean. Cor. Farm Journal. 





tar An English farmer broke up thirty 
acres of water meadow which produced noth- 
ing but coarse sedge grasses and rushes. Af- 
ter it was thoroughly drained and laid down 


green fodder annually, of the best quality. 
The same thing could be done in thousands 
of cases in this country. 





deep ploughing, while five inches or less | 


coming to 


I grew, from seed sown about the first of 


to grass, he was able to cut four crops of 


Che Dairy. | 
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THE COMPARATIVE VALUE OF | 


MILCH COWS. 


Challenge to a Trial of Thereughbred 
Cows. 
The Burlington Free Press, by request, 
| publishes the following as a matter of public 
interest : 
MILTON, Vr., May 6, 1869. 
James A. Suepp, Esq. 

Dear Sir,—Having received a challenge 
from you, through Nathan Lincoln, Esq., to 
test the milking qualities of sur thorough- 
bred Ayrshire cows with your thoroughbred 

, Shorthorn Durhams, we make you the fol- 
| lowing propositions : 

| You may select of your thoroughbred Dur- 
jhams,in the month of June next, and we 


eae by us of J. P. & T. A. 
| We will pasture them together in the town 


| of Colchester—with no feed but grass, and | In the meantime the men have been serving | some adjoining land, of which about ten 
| will milk them two weeks—a man being pro-| the milk ; after which their breakfast (about | acres were new land, partly cleared. 


| vided by you and one by us to milk and 
weigh the same. 


| 


produced by our Ayrshires in proportion to 
| the weight of the cows, we will pay the sum 


| of five hundred dollars ($500) premium, pro-|M., milking commences, and very much the | seen. 
Mr. Williams closed his paper with some | Vided if our Ayrshires shall outweigh the | same feeding as before is given. At 2:30/and planted it to corn. In 


milk produced by your Durhams in prepor- 


| only helps if necessary at milking time, and 


thirty cows, describes his days’ work as fol- 
lows : 

“The cowmen enter the shed at 5 A. M., 
and proceed to milk. In the case of the 
wholesale milk trade, when the milkers who 
buy the milk do the milking, one good man 
suffices tor thirty cows. ‘The cowman then 


sees that the work is thoroughly done—his 


jmain business being to feed and tend the 
cows. If he has any reason to suspect that 
the cow is not milked out, it is his duty to 
his master to ‘ strip’ her, for nothing injures 
a cow more than imperfect milking ; and if 
he sficceeds in getting another half pint from 
her his master will give him 6d. or 1s. for it, 


and fine the dealer that amount for his ser- 
vant’s default. When not only milking, but 
serving the customers at shops and houses 
has to be done, three men are required for 
thirty cows. They begin milking at 4 A. M., 
and finish between 5 and 6. About a bushel 








anc a half of grains is then given between 


| will take the four thoroughbred Ayrshires | each pair of cows and they are partly cleaned | sheep. 


|hay (12 ewt.) is divided amongst twelve. 


8 a.m.) After breakfast time a bushel of 


At the end of the time we | chopped mangolds, weighing fifty or sixty| by cutting away the briars and 
will weigh the cows, and if the milk produced | pounds is given to each two cows, and the | Part of it was thin land. 
After nearly six months’ debate the club laid | by your Durhams shall outweigh the milk| cows receive another truss of hay amoug| pastured it with sheep for about ten 


jtwelve. The cow shed is then cleaned out, 
| and the cows are bedded and left. Atl P. 


| grains are given as before, followed by the 


same way, in which case many seem to think 
there is neither law nor manners. When @ 
team comes up behnd you, that team has @ 
right to a reasonable space and opportunity 
to pass on—in fact to half the road for that 
purpose—and your obstructing him in his 
fawtal desire is both bad manners and bad 
law. If your load is heavy, do the best you 
can. In most cases the very least that can 
be asked is that you should stop. ‘This is 
articularly so in the winter, When it is « 
— tax on a team to force it into a trot in 
deep snow, or deep mud, or frozen er deep 
ruts—made necessary by your contiuuing to 
move on. Remember the good old aphorism, 
which can be so opportunely applied her 
“ Wheel grease a great lubricator, but 
good manners a vastly greater one.’ --Lx, 


is 





The Sheepfold. 
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PROFIT OF KEEPING (SHEEP 
Twenty-five or thirty years ago, 
was a boy, there were very few sheep kept 
in this part of Chester County, Pa., 
with the last five or ten. Farmers ge 
thought they were poisonous to the land 


Thirty years ago, farmers would buy eigh 
fall, and keep them ove 


when 
compare i 


nerail\ 


or ten ewes in the 
a year or more, for the purpose of getting 
the wool for manufacturing use in their 
ilies, but with no idea of positive pecuniary 
profit. 

My father went into sheep keeping moré 
extensively. He generally bought twenty 
five or thirty ewes in the fall, and put a good 
buck among them about the first of October, 
so as to have them lamb in March. 

It was part of my work to take care of 
these sheep in winter and spring ; but afte: 
they were turned out to pasture, there was 
very little care taken of them. We had a 
large tract of woodland, that was low and 
marshy, which I think is not the plaee for 
sheep ; they were turned there in the spring, 
and hardly allowed to 
whole summer. 

Within ten or twelve years, I have gener- 
ally bought from fifty to seventy ewes, of the 
common stock, in the fall, and kept a good 
buck to put with them. I may as well men- 
tion here, that I have tried most all ef th 
improved breeds of stock, and think th¢ 
Southdown the best for 
lambs are ready for market than any 
others. As a general rule, 
I select pretty good wooled « ibout 
fourth Merino, as | think they are the best 
sucklers and make the fattest lambs. After 
the lambs are taken off, the ret ready 
for market earlier than coarse or open wooled 
I sell all my sheep except the buck 


fam- 


look into a fleld the 


my purpose, «s th 
earuer 
ln buying sheep, 


nes, one 


ewes g 


Dawes. | out and when the grains are done, a truss of | every year, and buy in a new lot. 


rht 


gn 


Twelve or fourteen years ago I bou 


l fenced 
it off and cut the timber and cleared it 

rubbish. 

} 


I plastered it, and 


up, 
} 


year 
| and at the end of that time I think it was as 
|fine a “green grass” sod as I have eve: 
In the spring of 1558 I ploughed it 
the fall, the 


Chester County Agricultural Societ 


ty offered 


ition to the weight of the cows you will pay | same quantity of hay, and then (and only |}a premium for the best five acre s, and also 


|us the sum of $500 premium. 


We will give you two weeks to accept or! are freely watered. 


reject the proposition. 
CHARLES OsGoop, 
A. A. HERRICK, 
J. B. Roprnson, 
ELI BARNUM. 


BURLINGTON, May 17, 1869, 

Messrs. Charles Osgood and others : 

GENTLEMEN,—I have received your com- 
munication of the 6th inst., addressed to me 
and published in the Free Press and Times 
on the 13th inst. I am unable to determine 
whether your communication was intended 
to extol the merits of Shorthorns, or whether 
you were desirous to use our Shorthorns to 
form a third term in order to ascertain by 
proportion, how many Ayrshire cows it would 


When I talk about a cow, I mean a cow, not 
an infinitesimal part of a cow, to be deter- 
mined by “ proportion.” I might with pro- 
priety meet your “ proposition,” as you have 
met my challenge, by proposing to match 
four goats against your Ayrshire, and the 
relative merits of the two breeds of animals 
be determined by the amount of milk each 
should produce in 
weight of animals. ave cows weighing 
1,500 pounds and upwards. According to 
the terms of your proposition, I should have 
to furnish four cows that would give as much 
as eight or ten of your cows, unless they 
have increased in their “ proportions,” since 
I saw them. 

In my opinion milk is not the only quality 
to be taken into account in breeding, or in 
selecting the best breed of cattle, even for 
Vermont farmers. 

When we consider that half of all the 
calves are males and not available for the 
dairy, that the females (at least Shorthorns) 
do not all pass off in milk, but must sooner 
or later be turned off for beef, and that some 
farmers must raise oxen and steers, it would 
seem that the size and weight of the animal 
had something to do with its value, and that 
this value might properly be determined by 
“ proportion.” If these things are not to be 
taken into account, and goats will produce 
more milk in proportion to their weight than 
Ayrshire cows, the goat would be considered 
the more valuable animal. Shorthorn breed- 
ers are not so foolish as to claim that Ayr- 
shires are not good milkers. Some Ayrshire 
breeders claim that Shorthorns won't give 
any milk and some that nothing will or can 
a with Ayrshires. 


any great degree of growth, unless on a y object in sending the challenge was, 


to disabuse you, in your early career in Ayr- 
shire breeding, of the idea that nothing can 
compete with Ayrshire in milking qualities. 
If weight must be taken into account in 
order that Ayrshires can compete success- 
fully with Shorthorns in quality of milk, or 
even if Shorthorns, combining as they most 
certainly do great size and beauty with early 
maturity and quick fattening qualities, will 
give as much milk as an Ayrshire, it would 
seem very easy to determine which were the 
most desirable. 

Now, gentlemen, I extend you the right 
hand of fellowship, and bid you God speed 
in your efforts to improve the breed of cattle 
in Vermont. I have nothing to say against 
Ayrshire cows, and Shorthorns will speak 
for themselves. Yours respectfully, 

James A. SHEDD. 





COW MANAGEMENT BY LONDON 
MILKMEN 


In the Journal of the Royel Agricultural 
Society, Mr. J. C. Morton, thus describes the 
management of city cows, by the leading 
London milkmen : 


Having got your cows well purchased, the 
point of next importance is to feed them 
properly. The invariable food in London 
cow sheds is grains (brewers’ or distillers’ 
grains, the spent barley or other grain after 
being well washed or “ worked out” in the 
process of brewing and distilling,) with man- 
golds and hay in winter and grass in summer. 
When first the cow dohhemied the shed, 
it is important that ually accus- 
tomed as her new food. She should therefore 
receive during the first week little but green 
food, grass or clover, or vetches in the sum- 
mer, and hay in winter with 
bran mashes, into which grains may be ° 
ually introduced, until, as she takes to them, 
she may at length be treated as the others 
are. What this management is 1 take from 
the statements of two men, neither of them 


managers. Mr. Sumpton,of Little Warner 
street, Clerkenwell, a usually milks about 





require to make one good Shorthorn cow. | 


es So ”" to the | 
I 


very large dairy men, but both successful | 


then during the twenty-four hours) the cows! for the best one acre of corn. I had 
They again receive a} 


| truss of hay amongst twelve, and are left for | 
|the night. The grains are either brewers’ 
or distillers’ grains; the former are as much 
inferior to the latter in value as they are in| 
| price—the one at present closing 3d to 4d a| 
bushel, and the other 8d to 9d. 
| In the case of cows in heavy milk—also 
| in the ease of those rapidly losing their milk, | 
| which must be sent to market as quickly as 
| possible—it is common to give two or three 
quarts of pea meal mixed up with the grains 
| morning and evening, each cow thus receiv- 
| ing that quantity daily. And when the milk- 
|ing is coming to an end, for three or four 
| weeks befcre the cow is sold, she may receive 
| two or three pounds of oil cake in addition. 
A full bushel of grains, half a bushel of man- | 
golds, one-third of a truss of hay, and five or | 
| six pounds of pea meal in the case of the fat- 
| ting cow, are thus the daily ration'in a Lon- 
| don cow house. The grains at 2s a quarter, | 
|the hay at £6 aton, and the mangolds at | 
| 20s a ton, cost 1s. 3d. a day, and with meal | 
or cake the daily allowance may cost from Is. 
| 6d. to 1s. 9d. per cow—10s. to 12s. a week. 
n summer time the food is grass with 
| grains, and meal if necessary. Most cow 
| keepers, except the very smallest men, either 
have a small suburban farm, or buy a few 
|acres of vetches, clover or grass, and eart it 
| themselves. When it is bought daily at the 
|cow house it costs from 1s. to 13d. a ewt., 
during the summer, and the cows receive 
|about that quantity daily, given to them as 
| fast as they can eat it, morning and evening | 
| with their grains. 
| Of course the proper feeding of the cow 
| after she has been oa bought is the very es- 
| sence of the business of the cow keeper. It 
| is a proof of good management when she is 
so treated that no kind of food which she re- 
| ceives shall pall upon her taste. The maxim 
is—‘ never overdo’ a cow with any kind of 
food. Some cows are exceedingly greedy for 
distillers’ grains—they yield a very large 
quantity of milk upon them; but it is easy 
to overdo a cow with grains, and she should 
be always stinted of her favorite food, or she 
will get sick of it, as I have seen often 
enough in the case of this very article—dis- 
tillers’ grains.” 








} 


THE LAW AND MANNERS OF THE 
RO 


. 


All of us have ideas more or less correct, 
in regard to the law which regulates our use 
of the highways ; and at any rate good sense 
and good nature are usually very safe guides. 
A few words on the subject, however, may 
not be amiss. 

It iscommonly said that every one has a 
right to half the road. This is practically 
true, and eomes about in this wise. You and 
I meet upon the road—our legal rights are 
exactly equal, and both have «right to go 
our several ways without obstruction, 80, 
popularly, we say I own half and you half. 
) The law steps in to facilitate matters, and 
| directs each to turn towards his right hand. 
This is true whatever the load or the team ; 
for if one can drive such a team that another 
can pass him but with difficulty or at all, 
then their rights are no longer equal. This 

int becomes very important in winter, for 
it is no joke to turn your horse and all into 
the deep snow while your neighbor goes 
smoothly along in the beaten path. No one 
has a right s0 to load his team as not to be 
able to give up half the track to whoever 
demands it. 

A fvotman may choose the part which 

leases him or any portion of his right hand 
Palf of the way, and the team must yield it 
to him. This is clearly so in winter, and no 
man is obliged to step into the snow for one 
or two horses. This is the law and the court 
award it. 

Now for the manners of the road; which, 
in some instances vary from the law thereof. 

The first requirement of the road manners 
is good nature and an accommodating spirit. 
To to others as you would have them do to 

u. Always be willing to yield more than 

alf the space, then you will be pretty sure 
to be equally well treated. They who exact 
inches will have inches exacted of them. If 
your neighbor has a heavy load, consult his 
convenience as far as possible; you may 
sometimes be loaded. It become a practi- 
cal rule of courtesy to turn for heavy teams, 
especially in winter, and when the roads are 
heavy. But remember it was a favor, not 
your right, and you have a reciprocal duty 
perform, and one which, I am sorry to 
observe, is not always borne in mind. 
One word in relation to teams going the 


|} out the next day and measured some 
|and told me the result. 


been 
called upon by one of my neighbors to help 
measure some corn, of which he had a very 
good crop, for the purpose of 
the premium. I happened to speak of 
before my men, when they said we 
larger crop than that. They took 


competing lor 


had a 
1 barrel 
he ip 
I called on two of 
my neighbors, and after carefully measuring 
it, they made out the follo report 
“ The best one acre yi lded 104 bushels of 
shelled corn; the best five 
bushels per acre ;” 
first premium. 

I think it was owing to its being pastured 
with sheep, as it never had any manure on it 
except the plaster. While speaking of this 
land I may as well mention that it wa 
entirely out of sight of the buildings, and 1] 
never bring in sheep at night on account of 
the dogs. My neighbor's sheep, which were 
in the adjoining field, frequently 
attacked by dogs, but mine were never dis 
turbed. I have had but two sheep killed by 
dogs for ten years. I think the reason of it 
is that I put a number of bells on them, 
from two to three dozen in a flock. 

Some farmers pasture the land very closely 
with cattle before turning their sheep on it. 
The consequence is a bare field; but if you 
let the grass get up, and do not permit it te 
be eaten off by cattle or horses first, | think 
sheep are no harder on than other 
stock. The spring of the year is the most 
difficult time to keep them from eating down 
the grass. Itisa great advantage for ewes 
that have lambs to have grass early. 

I frequently let them run ir 
in winter and early sprit 
fields. I keep them as long as I can on the 
field I intend to plant with corn that season, 
not ploughing it until late in April. I have 
not missed having a good crop since I have 
adopted this plan, and have never had my 
corn injured to any extent with cut worms 
or insects. I don’t think it would be profit- 
ab!e for farmers to stock their farms altogether 
with sheep, on account of the resulting 
manure. Although sheep make the very 
“best manure, it is difficult to work up straw 
and cornstalks without some cattle. 

I keep my sheep all together in a good 
dry, airy place in winter, k@ping them in at 
nights, and when it is stormy, but letting 
them run out in good weather. About the 
first of March when they commence lambing, 
I take out the ewes that have lambs, and put 
them in a separate enclosure, making a pen 
in one corner for the lambs to go in and eat 
meal, which they will do when they are 
three weeks old.—Germantown Jelegraph. 
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SALT FOR MANURE. 

The use of salt for manure is increaging in 
amost rapid way in England. People are 
beginning to find out that from one-fourth to 
one-third of the special agricultural manures 
sold, consists of salt, and many have used 
salt to the extent, in the field, of twelve hun- 
dred weight per acre, and in the garden to 
even a greater extent, and always with ben- 
efit. ‘The refuse salt at the Goodrich Salt 
Wells is being used, and we are assured with 
the best results, particularly on worn out 
land. It now begins to be the opinion of some 
of our best Engtish agriculturists, that want 
of salt is the cause of “ clover sickness” in 
land ;‘also that the disease called “ finger and 
toe ” in turnips is found to yield to salt. ‘The 
following fact may be relied on. ‘The writer 
having to make a path through an old worn 
out sod of a meadow, for the purpose of 
getting rid of earthy matter which soiled the 
feet (and the meadow being ona very thin 
shaly sand and yellow loam), removed the 
turf toa sufficient depth to leave the sheer 
sand alone, aud for a time made a nice clean 
path ; but it being below the surface of the 
adjoining land, which was foul with weeds, 
all the seeds drifted with the wind into the 
path, and became very troublesome. ‘To re- 
move and kill the weeds, he sprinkled the 
whole path with dry salt and hoed it. This 
killed the weeds, but the heads of clover 
having drifted into the path, there came a 
most luxuriant growth of clover, which 
smothered the weeds, and took thorough 
possession of the soil, and for ten years the 
clover there flourished ten times better than 
on any other spot on the premises. Try it. 
—C., in Ca Farmer. 





— A machine has been invented and put 
in operation in California, which, it is said, 
has cut, threshed, cleaned and sacked the 
wheat from twenty acres in ten hours, with 
only three men to work it. 
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